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the period from iate forties to the early seventies a few
were re_leased. (_)nly In the late seventies, the number
_s_lconsud_erably Increased. But growth was at a snail's
19 films in 2002 and 17 in 2003. In 2004, it came
Meanwhile, of late, 2005 marked the worsening of the
samese film industry with just seven films released that
2006, there were only six films, as if preparing for the
7 had only five films to show, the industry gradually seems
leath bed. Incidentally out of five films one was not done
nat. 2007 had the lowest number of films released-that
r run. The audience refused to accept those films with
 themes and experiments. ,
it film of the year was Ahir Bhairav, the first Assamese film
tirely in London. The film resolves round a good story=
Schizophrenia, written by Pankaj Thakur. The second e
‘was Nilakantha, directed by Rajani Barman andpec
v folk artists in the name of
story of the apathy shown to f0 directed by
n. The third film was Jonda Iman Gunda dif

o gabey, a first of its
10i. In the last part of the year, Tomar B he f}illm was done

nade in Assam was directed by Utpal Das. The e
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audience. S e
" Despite the grim scenario, there appeéared some posiy

in last year. Jatinga Ityadi directed by Sanjib Sabhapandit censorepde Ft
2006 was selected for the Indian Penorama of the Internatigpy, an
Festival of Goa this year. Aideu, made on the life and times of ., ﬂr’“
heroine of the first Assamese film :,{oimatl by legendary _JVOtipraS:;
Agarwala in 1935 was scre M-izﬁi_\d'ﬁgre."t International fijm festivy
and won accolades. The film is directed by Aroop Manna-an Upco,mnS
promising director. Kadam Tole Krishna Naclée-a musical feature fnng1
showcasing satriya culture and directed by Suman Haripriya gy the
National Award for Best Picture in the._reglqnal language category, Th,
film was screened in several film festivals in the US and South Agj,
the documentary and short film category several films mage by

filmmakers from Assam received national and international recognitio,

Let's Rain Dawn made by Bhaskarjyoti Das was screened at tpe
orestigious Cannes film Festival. In Boston, Anisha Sarma's Freeqor,
At the Edge and in New York Sadananda Gogoi's Darkness of the
Century got rave reviews. Prerana Sarma Barbarah got the Nationa
~ Award for the Best Anthropological film for the year 1905, titled Spiritof
~ the Graceful Lineage based on the matrilmonial tradition of Meghalaya
~ Prerana Sarma Barbarah's another Assamese documentary film titled
- Echos of Sunshine based on the life and struggle of ULFA insurgent
- tumed social activist Jugal Bhuyan has been nominated for the New
; York International Film Festival, which is scheduled to take place inthe

~ month of March this year. The film is first of its kind as insurgents and

~ insurgency in the north-east have always been regarded as a virgin p
- forthe filmmakers across the country but seldom did the region's age
| _.~§t'dﬁ§wb'e!? witness international attention be it through celluloid oran
~ otner popular medium. The film depicts the futility of militancy. The i
- IS produced by Bibi Devi Barbarah. 4
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Dhan Kuberor Dhan 2008 i

tly there are few films in the making or nearing completion.
include Dhunia Tirotabor by debutant director Pradyut Kumar
Yhan Kuberor Dhan, a comic film by Dhiraj Kashyap, Aai Kot Nai
*Borah and Ajan Fakir Saheb by another debutant director Asif

l-'Sald and done, to quote internationally acclaimed film director
Barua—"We are in a dilapidated situation from where itis becoming
and more difficult day by day to recover. Assamese cinema is in
Dcess of getting extinct. The closing of Theatres, uchecked video
18, decrease in number of celluloid films etc are the signs of Assamezz
Ma moving towards the inevitable death—unless some nwti?nsu[) ?
aken right now, ten years later the State will be left with no y % o
,-"Onal statements like, 'we also used 10 make films once up
gy
o

: Cine Club' in
ecretary of ‘Gauhati Cine Club' !
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